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Cdéebrateat SeveranceHall
February 26, 2007

Music students all over the Clevdand Heights-University Heights school district
ae preparing for an unforgetteble experience the chanceto performin theinspiring
seting of Severance Hall in Reaching Musical Heghts- Encore!

Tickes ae now avdlable for this community odebration of musicd exodlence
scheduled for February 26, 2007. The 7:30 PM oconcet will showcase nearly 600
students from dementary schodl through high shool and thar music teechers ina
meagical evening of vocd andinstrumentad music. Call the Severance Hal Box Office
a 231-1111 to orde $10 or $20 tickets. Contact Reeching Heghts a 932-5110 to
learnabout a pre-concert benefit dinner and box seats.

Reeching Heghtsisworking in partnershipwith the school distrid’smusic tead
ersand admini stration to produce this uni queconcert tha draws on the power of music
to uniteand inspire It is an encore to the ground breaking concert Reeching He ghts
organized in 2003 that won awardsand ignited community pride.

Hementary school studentswill paforminaspedd ensembleaeaed for theeveant:
the Clevdand Heghts-University Haghts Elementary School Honor Chorus. About
20 students will represant each d ementary schoal in the 160 voice chorus. Similaly,
middle schoal students will perform in an honor chorus and an honor orchestra
assambledfor thisconcat.

The Heghts High Symphony will paform with the Heghts High Singas and A
CappdlaChair. The Gospel Chair and Jazz Band will add thar musictothemix. A
brass choir of school distriad dumni and professiond musidans will connect the padt,
present and f uture

Richard Bogomoal ny, Hei ghts High Hall of Famer and past chair of theMusicd Arts
Sodety, is honorary chair for the evening. Music teacher Tamar Gray and Cleveland
Orchestra bass st Tom Spe, both Clevd and Heightsresi dants, are themusicdiredors.
Bety Nd sonand Beth Sarsig are co-chairing abendfit party committeethat isplanning
adinne prior tothe concert.

Proceeds from the evet will support Reaching Heghts projects that increase
student opportunitiestoexcel inmusic and acadamics.

Many Villages
Taking Shape
Across the District

Many Villages builds onthe school
district’s tradition of welcoming class-
room volunteers. This new Reaching
Heights initiative is designed to in-
crease the role volunteers play in
meeting the achievement goals of our
schoals by helping schools across the
district create programs to harness this
community resource. Many Villages
was inspired by the Village Volunteer
project started three years ago by the
Roxboro PTA and is supported by
grants from the Martha Holden
Jennings Foundation and US Bank.

Last spring Reaching Heights con-
sultants Dennis Osgood, Kim Conklin
and Lisa Berusch met with parent-
teacher-administrator teams to define
the focus and structure for school-
based programs at Canterbury,
Fairfax, Noble and Oxford elementary
schools. The teams also developed
teacherand parent buy-in anddefined
strategies to recruit and place volun-
teer tutors. While each school's pro-
gram is unique, all embrace three
Many Villages program expectations:
they are academic in focus, support-
ive to teachers and not a burden, and
rewarding to the volunteer.

Teams imdemented their dans this
fall. Volunteer training and matching
began in October. The impact is al-
ready visible — volunteers are playing
a bigger part in classroom life in these
four schools. For example, at Fairfax
more than 40 Village Volunteers are
offering 60 hours of tutoring a week.
Five education students from Ursuline
College spent 20 hours each week
during the first semester working with



Many Villages

a targeted group of Oxford second
graders. Noble Elementary School
hasthe benefit of 15volunteers. Due
to changes in team members, Can-
terbury is off to a slower start butvol-
unteers are at work.

In addition to helping each school
design their program, Reaching
Heights project director Dennis
Osgood has been busy cultivating
partnerships with local businesses,
schools of education and religious
congregations who can supply
blocks of volunteers to supplement
the parent corps. This is key to
ensuring that every teacher who
wants help has access toreliable and
serious volunteers.

Another major project has been
to create tutoring materials. Thanks
toliteracy specialist Jennifer Bennett,
math specialist Stephanie Myers,
and hundreds of hours of volunteer
help, each school has 100 activities
that can be used to work on specific
math and literacy skills that are de-
fined by Ohio 's academic standards.

In 2007 we plan to initiate pro-
grams in the remaining elementary
schoaols, and launch amiddle school
pilot project. We are learning a lot
aboutwhoneedsto beinvolved, and
the substance, process and activities
that make an effective and sustain-
able program. These lessons will
inform the next phase of creating
Many Villages.

Reaching Heights Member sMeet to Elect
Trusteesand Officer sfor 2007

The 18" Reaching Heights annual meeting washeld on December 12, 2006, in
the freshand welcoming new library at Cleveland HeightsHigh. Thefirst order of
business was the election of trustees to guide Reaching Heights.  Trustees may
serve for two terms of three years each and must be residents of the digtrict.

After thanking Tamar Gray and Bob Layton for their many contributionsduring
their Sx yearsof service astrustees, the memberselected Joyce Callinsand Deanne
Lentz to serve secondterms, and three new trustees. Doug Hastings, Ledie Myrick,
and KimWheeler.

We welcome our new trusteesand look forwardtotappingtheir energetic com-
mitment to our public schools and skills tohelpbring to lifethe Reaching Heights
mission. Meet our new trustees:

DougHastingsisa 14 year resident of Cleveland Heightsand amortgage lender.
The Mentor nativeis agraduate of Miami University. He and wifeRanelle Huber
have two sons at Noble Elementary School and Monticello Middle Schoal.

LedieMyrick haslivedin University Heightssince 1984. Sheisagraduate of
the University of Wisconsinand worksfor the Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict. The Myrick's son and daughter have been educated in the digtrict coming
through Canterbury and Wiley and now, Haghts High.

Kim Wheele isabroadcast journalist withWKY C Channel 3. She isaprod-
uct of the Smithville, Ohio public schools and Ohio University. The Wheele's
have a preschooler and a son at Roxboro Elementary School .

The annual meeting was also the opportunity to elect officersfor 2007. The
new |eadershipteamincludes Reginald EvansasPresident; Dallas Schubert, Vice
president; SuzanneWilkins, Secretary; and Cathy Carter, Treasurer.

Thetrusteesal so used the evening to make apublic statement of graitudetothe
teachers of the schodl district and to recognize their criticd role in achieving our
community’s goals for the education of our children. Clo Kempt-Mitchell led the
trusteesin tipping their hats to more than 240 teachers who 90 families honored
this year with a Thank-A-Teacher donation.

Panel Describes Search for Best Pr actices
for Effective Public Schools

The Reaching Heightsannual meetingwasal so an opportunity to connect with
our educatorsand their critical work. Associate Superintendent Christine Fowler-
Mack, Sally Levine, Joseph Micheller and Susan Schraff, membersof thedistrict’s
Education Services team, described the schoal digtrict’s journey toward making
our schools placeswhere educators are guided by the best ideas and best practices
for helping our students thrive.

A key agped of digning with best practices has been to make all stakeholders
inthe schoal digrict focusonresults. Thiscreated anew emphasis on assessment.
Thejourney hasbeenguidedby aclearvison, informed by work withmorethana
dozen expertsand education research, and encouraged with substantive and engag-
ing professonal development. The panelists praised our dedicated teachers, prin-
cipals and staff who have applied themselves to the task and have made progress
posshble. The effort is gaining our schools improved results and national
recognition.

The administrative team explained that the process has depended on them be-
coming a community of learners, something they are trying to create within each
school for adults and children.



New Music L esson Scholarships
Support Excellencel

The Pati Family Music Lesson Scholarship program isnow aredity!

Privatemusi clessons are apowerf ul resourcef or he ping students devel op theskills
that leed to successinmusic. Thebrand new scholarship program, unveiledin January;,
is making lessons more accessibleto children who partidpatein the district’s instru-
mentd music program. Thisis the laest Reeching Haghts initictive to support the
Haghtstradition of musical excdlence

Reaching Heghts admi nistersthe program that gives musi ¢ | esson scholarshipsto
studentsin grades 5to 8 who are ready to commit toweekly lessonsand daly practice
and have some levd of financid need. The god isto hdp redpients devdop a firm
foundationwith therinstrumentstha will result inlong-term partid pation, enjoyment
and successin theingtrumentd music program. About $5,000will be dlocatedin the
first round of scholarshipsto cover part of thecost of 20 weekly hdf hour lessonsfor up
to 20 students. Thisisthe pilot year for the new initiaive

Fundsfor the schol arships come from thePetti Family Music Fund thet friendsand
family areated with Reaching Heightsto pay tributeto VincePatti, aninspiring teacher
and musi danwho taught vocal musi cand elementary instrumentd musicintheCleve-
land Haghts-University Heights school district from 1956-76.

Fund raising began during the summer of 2006 with a specid bendfit concert at
CanPak. To support theschol arshi p program, send atax-deducti bl edonetion to Reech-
ing Heights- Peti Family Music Fund.

A Night for Musical MemoriesPays
Tributeto Music Educator Vince Patti

Thanksto gifted musi d ansand dedi cated vol untexrsled by Evie Rosan-Morrisand
Diane Mather, July 19 was awonderful Night for Musical Memoriesa CanPak. This
pefect venue for amusicd summer evening brought more than 500 friends, former
students, family, musidans, and music fans together to pay tributeto the life of Vince
Pati. We are grateful to the City of Clevdand Heights for ther support, and all the
voluntear swho hel ped make the evening a success.

Mr. Patti taught inthe Clevdand Heights-University Heghts public schoals from
the mid-1950s until 1976 when adisability forced his retirement from the d assroom.
He was al so aband | eader and musi danwho ingpired hundreds of sudentsand profes-
sonds.

Reeching Hei ghts hd ped coor dinate thebenefit concert and dinner. A $10,000 gift
from the A M. MdGregor Home, bendfit prooseds and gifts from friends generated
$20,000 for an endowment for the Petti Family Music Fund and $5,000 to spend in
2007 to initiatethe Petti Family Musi ¢ Lesson Schol arship program.

A Night For Musical Marories weas an edectic concat of vocd and instrumental
musi ¢ performed by chamber groupsand aBig Band. Mr. Patti’ ssonsBrian and Bruce
who are music professionds in Ddlas and Chicago, paformed with the Cleveland
StateUniversity Claineg Choir and with community members Diane Mather, Lawrence
Angell, Judy Bamean, Gino Rafeelli, and Richard King who are dl present or retired
members of the Clevdand Orchestra CIM pianist Anita Pontremoli and members of
theCleveland Orcdhestra Chorusunder the direction of Robert Porco al so performed.

The second half of the evening was devoted to big band musi ¢ performed by Dick
Wooley and the Tough Old Pros (TOPS) Big Band, a group Mr. Patti organized and
directed whilearesdent of theA.M. McGregor Home. Twolocd saxophone legends
Howie Smithand ErnieKrivdaal so padtribute totha r teacher and mentor, assol oists
with TOPS.

Prooceads from theevening are baing put to use supporting the Hei ghtstradition of
musica excellence by funding private musi clessonsfor sudentsin our schoal distrid.

19 GrantsFund
New Solutions

The relentless search for effective
strategies to meet the varied needs of
our students is a school district
strength that Reaching Heights is
proud to support withthe School Team
Grant program.

This year 19 school-based teams
of teachers, staff and parents in eight
district schools are testing their ideas
for addressing achievement chal-
lenges with $21,200 from Reaching
Heights. Reaching Heights awarded
six grants in July and 13 in October
for the 2006-07 school year.

The projects create a collage of so-
lutions to address a multitude of
achievement issues in classrooms
across the district, and across grade
levels and subjectareas. The projects
are as varied as the students they are
meant to serve butreflect the district
expectation forrigor, relevance and re-
lationships.

New assessment tools to help
identify learning styles among high
school students, a herpetologist in
residence, visits by authors and art-
ists, email book conversations, in-
depth studies of family history, special
tools to master sight words, robotics,
incorporating Smart Boards to teach
several subjects, a photography
project to inspire writing, and a goal-
setting reward program are a few of
the projects designedto spark student
interest and effort.

The Reaching Heights Spelling
Bee, donations to the Thank-A-
Teacher program, and contributions
fromthe Di Geronimo Family Founda-
tion and Cleveland Heights and Uni-
versity Heights Teachers Retired pay
for the grants.

A total of six projects are in pro-
cess in four of the small schools at
Heights High. Boulevard and Coven-
try Elementary are each implement-
ing three projects, and Bellefaire
Schooland Wiley Middle School each
received two grants. Noble Elemen-
tary School and Roxboro Middle
School willimplement single projects.
One grant will involve all three middle
schools. Congratulations and thank
you to all 26 teams that applied for
grants.

For more details about each project
visit the Reaching Heights website

www.reachingheights.org.



We Madethe Match!

Last year The George Gund Foundation offered to match up to $10,000 that
Reaching Heightsrai sed from new sourcesby December of 2006. Thanksto many
giftsfromnew donorsand agreat $2,200 contribution fromthe BAT fraternity we
met the match!

Thank You Annual Fund Donors

Each year Reaching Heights asks school district parents, dumni and friends to
give to the Annual Fund, a key source of financial support to maintain Reaching
Heights as a strong proponent of public education and the Cleveland Heights-
University Heaghts public schoals.

Every year we ask, and every year we are inspired by the generosity of our
community. So far more than 250 people have made giftsranging between $5 and
$5,000 to the 2006 Annual Fund. We are thrilled to welcome many new donors
along with nearly 100 people who have given every year for the lagt Six years or
more. Every gift isappreciaed!

Your contributions make our programs possible and send a message that our
children and their future matter to our community! Thank you.

Please help us reach our goal of raising $40,000 from at least 385 people. If
you have not yet givento the 2006 Annual Fund, we wouldwelcome your support!

Family Foundations Support Reaching Heights

Our thanks to the new gifts and continued support of the AHS Foundation,
Chrigtineand Guido Di Gearonimo Family Foundation, and T he Wol pat Fund.

1991 Lee Road, #106
Cleveland Heghts, OH 44118
(216) 932-5110
www.reachingheights.org
rh@reachingheights.org
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Save the date!

April 26, 2007

16" Annual, Reaching Heights
Adult Community Spelling Bee

April will be a little different this year.
It will include the most entertaining day
of the year for local lexicographers who
enjoy spelling in the annual Reaching
Heights Adult Community Spelling
Bee.

Please join us on April 26 when 75
courageous adult spellers take their
skills public on the stage at Cleveland
Heights High School. The buzz begins
at 7:00 PM as spellers make their
grand entrance. Admission is free for
anyone who wants to cheer.

Call Reaching Heights at 932-5110
if you would like to enter a three-per-
sonteam inthe 16 bee and challenge
the returning champions —OOPS —the
Cleveland Orchestra spellers. Each
team pays $500 to compete. Bee
proceeds will fund School Team Grants
for 2007-08.

Bringing Together the Community and Schools



