
Reaching Heights is a citizen voice for public education and a resource for 

the students and educators of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights public 

schools. We exist because we know our students deserve the best education 

possible. We also know that the success of our schools is everybody’s busi-

ness and that successful schools are a critical part of successful communities. 
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On April 11, more than a thousand music lov-
ers gathered at Severance Hall, world-famous 
home of the Cleveland Orchestra, for Reaching 
Musical Heights.  It was the third such concert 
featuring instrumental and vocal students from 
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
public schools performing. As on two earlier 
magical evenings in 2003 and 2007, CH-UH 
students from across the district demonstrated 
the power of music to unite and transform. 
Reaching Heights worked closely with our 
schools’ music faculty and the event’s music 
directors, Daniel Heim, instrumental music di-
rector at Cleveland Heights High School, and 
Richard Waugh, violist with the Cleveland Or-
chestra and member of the Reaching Heights 
board of directors. Events like this, as well as 
our Heights Summer Music Camp, Patti/Jack-
son Music Lesson Scholarship program, music 
grants, and the Middle School Honor Band 
and Orchestra Festival, share a common goal: 
to build on and celebrate the Heights tradition 
of musical excellence, and to expand opportuni-
ties for students to be a part of that tradition.

�

Highlights

Six guiding principles drive our work: 

• �Our children deserve an excellent education and our community is responsible for making it available.

• Our community benefits from highly valued, successful public schools.

• An informed public is important to successful public schools.

• �Vital schools depend on the support, and involvement of the families and community they serve.

• �An independent community-based organization can help citizens contribute to their public schools and 

can build confidence in them.

• �Supporting teachers, who are at the core of the educational process, fosters educational success. 

on the cover: Roxboro Middle School vocal 

music teacher Mario Clopton conducts the 

Heights High A Cappella Choir and Singers in 

a rousing performance of Elijah Rock during 

rehearsal for the Reaching Musical Heights 

concert at Severance Hall.

LEFT: HEIGHTS HIGH INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC DIREC-

TOR, DANIEL HEIM, CONDUCTS AT THE HEIGHTS SUM-

MER MUSIC CAMP FINALE CONCERT.



November 2011

Dear Friend of Reaching Heights,

From the beautiful music created by our students on the stage of Severance Hall during 

Reaching Musical Heights to the equally beautiful sound of a kindergartener recogniz-

ing letter sounds with the help of one of our Many Villages tutors, our work at Reaching 

Heights has a common thread: We strive to help every student in the Cleveland Heights-

University public schools reach their fullest potential, we support our teachers in their 

crucial work, and we seek to strengthen connections between our schools and the wider 

community. 

We’re writing to share highlights of our recent efforts, and to ask that you make a 

donation to our 2011 Annual Fund to help continue those efforts. Your contribution pro-

vides essential operating support that allows us to serve as a catalyst for excellence 

in our schools. 

Please complete the survey on the back of this letter (of if you prefer, online using the link 

provided). This will help us continue to sharpen our focus and ensure that your gift is used 

wisely. Thanks to all who have supported us for more than twenty years, and thanks in 

advance for your contribution this year.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Wilkins						P      atrick Mullen

President							       Executive Director

RE CHING
HE GHTS
Our Passion: Excellent Public Education

Board of Directors

Catherine Carter

Eric Clark

Kim Conklin

Sheldon Glave

Douglas Hastings

John Hubbard

Karen Jones

Clo Kempt-Mitchell

Maribeth Katt 

Bill Moore

Leslie Myrick

Saroya Queen-Tabor 

Robert Swaggard

Reid Vail

Richard Waugh

Suzanne Wilkins 

President

Patrick Mullen 

Executive Director

Douglas G. Heuer

Ex Officio

1991 Lee Road, Suite 106

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118-2571

216-932-5110

rh@reachingheights.org

www.reachingheights.org



Many Villages 

Elementary Tutoring

School Team & Community 

Connection Grants

Patti-Jackson

Music Lesson Scholarships

Reaching Musical Heights Concert 

at Severance Hall

Heights Summer Music Camp

Middle School Honor Band & 

Orchestra Festival

Thank-A-Teacher

Adult Community

Spelling Bee

Email Newsletters

Reaching Heights Program Survey             

Reaching Heights is a community non-profit founded in 1989 that supports excellence in the Cleveland 

Heights-University Heights (CH-UH) public schools.  We want to know what you think of our work, and 

new ways Reaching Heights can support our teachers and students, and connect our community to our schools. 

If you prefer, you can complete this survey online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9H2VVR5, or scan the QR code.

since 2002, Reaching Heights has presented this award to honor citizens and institutions that 
embrace our shared responsibility for the success of our public schools. Their example reminds us 
that, together, we can improve the lives of our students, families, and community. The award certifi-
cate recognized Susie Kaeser with these words: “We are all responsible for the successful education 
of our children in our public schools. Citizens who embrace that shared responsibility deserve 
our gratitude. Public education has few better friends than Susie Kaeser. For more than a quarter 
century, she has been a passionate and tireless advocate for children and educators.  The guiding 
spirit behind Reaching Heights, Susie’s work continues with Heights Summer Music Camp, as a 
volunteer tutor, and in countless other ways across our community. For all her great work, Reach-
ing Heights is proud to present the 2011 Friend of Public Education Award to Susie Kaeser.”
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Participated/ volunteered/

contributed at least once Know about it Never heard of it

Please indicate what you 
think are our three most 
valuable programs with a 
1, 2, or 3 in the boxes

What is your level of participation or awareness of these Reaching Heights programs?

2011 FRIEND OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AWARD
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reaching heights executive director patrick 

mullen presents friend of public education 

award to susie kaeser.





This is a list of donations 
received from August 1, 2009 to 
July 31, 2010.

Foundation Support
AHS Foundation  
Christine & Guido DiGeronimo 
Foundation
Cleveland Foundation
Dollar General Foundation
Dominion Foundation
Jewish Community Federation
Mollusca Foundation
Parker Hannifin Foundation 
SS&D Foundation
Wean Foundation

Corporate & Matching 
Support
Advanced Drainage Systems
Alliance Holdings, Inc.
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & 
Aronoff LLP
Bremec on the Heights Garden 
Center
Calligraphy Studio
Clyde’s Bistro & Barroom
Community Shares   
Crowe Horwath LLP
Dominion Resources Services, 
Inc.
Heights Dental Group
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Lawn Lad
Lusty Wrench
Mac’s Backs Books
Microsoft Corp.
National Healing Corp.
North Eastern Ohio Education 
Association   
Reilly Painting
Retired CH-UH Teachers
Seitz-Agin Hardware
Severance BPE Leasing Co (Pine 
Tree Comm. Realty)
Still Life Landscapes
Stone Oven Bakery
Verne & Ellsworth Hann, Inc.
Whole Foods Market
Zagara’s Marketplace

Individual Support
$1,000 +
Anonymous
Christopher Brandt & Beth 
Brandt Sersig
Susie Kaeser & Jerry Blake
Larry & Marlene Fischer
Forest Hill Thunder Run
Lauree P. Gearity Trust  
Thomas & Marilyn McLaughlin 
Patrick & Heather Mullen 
Albert & Audrey Ratner 
Dallas & Bill Schubert 
John & Barbara Schubert
Thomas & Christine Sumner 
James & Debra Vail
Raymond J. Wean

$500 - $999
AARP Chapter 5018
Diane Benjamin-Jones 
Canterbury PTA
Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union
CH-UH Public Library
Cuyahoga Community College
Richard & Nancy Dietrich 

2010 Reaching Heights Supporters

Fairfax PTA
Forest Hill Church
Darral Gaffney  
Lita Gonzalez & Mark Phillips
John Carroll University
Mark Jones & Linda Johnson
Donald & Maribeth Katt 
Barbara & Harold Mendes  
Leslie & Christopher Myrick 
Dennis & Nancy Osgood 
Stephen & Nancy Markus 
Thomas Piraino, Jr. & Barbara 
McWilliams
Donald & Donalene Poduska 
Saroya Queen-Tabor & David 
Tabor
Robert & Katharine Ruhl 
Lynn Shostack  
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Ulmer & Berne LLP
Dennis Wilcox & Shelley 
Kazan-Wilcox
Don & Dorothy Zito 

$250 – 499
Anonymous
Carolyn Cacho-Bowman  
Mark Chupp & Sharon Shu-
maker
Ensign & Lana Cowell 
Ketti Finneran & Rick Brown
First Unitarian Church of 
Cleveland
Adam & Susan Fleischer 
Krissy & Mark Gallagher
Terry & Robin Gilbert 
Tamar & Leonard Gray 
Christine & Daniel Link 
Alison Hall & Robert Miller
Graham & Rosamonde Peters 
Dottie Klemm  
Nancy Machmer & Mark Wessels
Solomon & Louisa Oliver 
Stewart Pharis
Roxboro Middle School PTA
Roxboro Orchestra & Band 
Organization  
Tom Sperl & Cindy Watson
Anne Wise & Mike Rubicz
Kalman Zucker & Mary Frances 
Haerr

$100 - $249
Ben Adams & Carmela Guerrero
Larry & Gail Anderson  
Tom Aldrich & Carol Armbrust
Sherri Appleton & Marty Resnik
Gary & Sandy Axner  
Mary Barkley    
Geoff & Maryann Barnes 
Paige Baublitz-Watkins & Daniel 
Watkins
Jane Berger & Neil Winger
Joel Borwick  
Arthur V.N. Brooks & Ursula 
Korneitchhouk
Becky Bynum & J. Philip 
Calabrese
James Carlson & Linda Striefsky
Frank & Margy Carpenter 
Catherine Carter & Gavin Smith
Susan Carver & Jeff Janata
Catch the Spirit Chorale
Eric Coble & Carol Laursen
Jennie & Michael Collyer 
Melinda Wright Colquitt 
Kim Conklin & Damir Janigro
Marj Craft & Carolyn Shepherd
Patrick Crago & Sharon Grossman

Carol & Robert Dakin  
Peter & Rachel DeGolia
Donna Dehn    
Jeanne & Kenneth Diamond 
Bruce & Hedy Demsey 
Greg & EB Donley 
Carl Draucker & Clare Burke 
Draucker
Donna Driscoll    
John Emerman    
Reginald & Terri Evans 
Sarah Evans    
Traci Ext  
Donna Fox & Loren Smith
Judith Ryder Frumker & Bruce 
Frumker
Gearity PTA
Christopher & Maribeth Gibbon 
Tom & Carol Gibson 
Jon Goldman & Karstin Olofsson
David Goldstein    
Ray Gonzalez & Pamela Bertaud
Robin Gunning    
Joy Henderson & Philip 
Lammers
Douglas Heuer  
Susan & Paul Heylman  
Mark & Ellen Hoffman 
Charlotte Jackson  
Sue & John Janssen 
Phil & Amy Jenkins  
Mary Alice & J. Richard Johnston 
Karen Jones    
Erick Kauffman & Lucene 
Wisniewski
Nancy Karp    
Dennis Keating & Kay Martin
Clo Kempt-Mitchell & Steven 
Mitchell
Doug Kerr & Mary Ann 
Pease-Kerr
Gus & Jan Kious 
Ari Klein & Ditte Wolin
Nancy & Robert Klein 
Douglas Klunder  
Anne & Stacy Kugler 
Allan & Cynthia Kuntz 
Dorothy Lanning  
Jeffrey Lanning  
Cynthia Larsen & Joseph 
Mendes
Michael Lederman & Sharmon 
Sollitto
John & Deanne Lentz 
Malia Lewis & Margot Damaser
Bruce & Lia Lowrie 
Betsy Mahlke & Steve Brown
Beth & Scott Mahan 
Julie & Greg Mangino 
Monica & Dave Matia 
Nylajean McDaniel  
Janet McGrath & David Zordan
Ed McGraw & Regina Spause-
McGraw
Dan Medalie & Diana Prufer
G. Christopher Meyer
Monticello PTA
Habib Musawwir  
Joan Katz Napoli 
Jack & Charlotte Newman
Noble PTA                                                                                                       
Oxford PTA
Katherine & Thomas Pahys 
Sue & Eric Pardee 
Doug Patti  
Hunter & Sara Peckham 
Nancy & John Peppler 
Scott Peters & Jeannine M. Gury
Kenneth & Katharine Petrey 

Dorothy Pharis  
David Porter & Margaret 
Poutasse
Patrick Price
Lou & Liz Radivoyevitch 
William & Janice Resseger 
Keith & Margaret Robinson 
Jim & Connie Roop 
Pat & Curtis Ross 
Pat & Don Santa-Emma 
Dave & Martha Schubert 
Betty Shankman  
Lucy Simm  
Peg & Bruce Skelly 
Brian Smith & Marji Edguer
Anne & Jeff Smith 
Laura Weber Smith & Corey 
Smith
Lloyd Snyder & Margaret Terry
Dorothy Sobolewski  
Jim & Rique Sollisch 
Glenn & Pat Solomon 
Peggy Spaeth  
James & Susan Spallino 
John & Claudia Spencer 
Stacy Stuhldreher  
Jim & Mary Swindal 
Walton Tomford & Gretchen 
Hallerberg
Leonard & Kerstin Trawick 
Reid Vail & Donna Guilmette
Steve & Carolyn Warner 
Jackie & Charlotte Waters 
Brian & Becky West 
Peter Whiting & Cindy Gherman
Allen Wilkinson  
Chris & Susan Wood 
Ted & Diana Woodbridge 
Beth Woodside & Tom Frattare
Jim Wright & Linda Elonen-
Wright
Martha Wright
Krysta Wyatt &Tom Shutt
Richard & Akemi Yoshida 
Tom Zych  

Up to $99
Lainie Adamo  
Mike & Mazie Adams 
Pat & Todd Anderson 
Judith Anderson  
Joseph & Karen Andrews 
John Angus    
Janice Apple    
Kim Bambakidis    
Donald Banas    
Ellen & Ken Barcus 
Marcia & R. A. Baugh 
Ildiko Baxter  
Ed Becker & Karen Allen
Michael Beckman & Mary 
O’Shea
Pauline & Michael Benjamin 
Steve Bennett    
Leon Bennett    
Laura & Michael Bennett 
David & Connie Bergholz 
Kristi Bergren    
David Biegel    
Michael & Jennifer Bier 
Glenn & Anne Billington 
Mark & Kathleen Binnig  
Ed & Chessie Bleick  
Henry Bloom & Marilyn Malkin
Phyllis Brody    
Claire Brugnoletti   
Colleen Burke & Ken Alexander
Vivian Burns   
Judge Janet Burnside    

Hugh Calkins    
Emily & Kyle Campbell 
Pat Cangelosi-Williams & Chuck 
Williams
William & Annette Cappaert 
Case Western Reserve 
University
Harry Casler & Shirley 
Cavanaugh    
Lucinda & Geoffrey Cave 
Laurence & Susan Channing 
Althea Cheatham   
Bertrand & Janet Chernin 
Gina Cheverine    
Francis W. Chiappa & Doreen 
Davis
Mac Chisolm    
Lisa  Chiu    
Jim Cipolletti  
Roger & Patty Clary 
Janet Clymer   
Franklin Cohen    
Ben Cohen & Gabrielle Celeste
Jennifer Coleman  
Glenn & Temma Collins 
William Collins    
Joyce Collins   
Ros Collins    
Barbara Colombi    
Barb Conard    
Fiona Conner-Kuntz & Quentin 
Kuntz
Anne Cook   
Nathaniel & Nancy  Cooke 
Martin Cooperman & Edith Antl
Diane & Corbin Covault  
Andrew Cox   
Cathy Culp Posner    
Dan Culver & Joanna Hardis
Arnold & Susan Dahm  
Cathy Darden    
Lois Davis    
Barbara Day & Robert 
Strosnider
William Deal    
Dorr Dearborn & Jeanne Harvey
Suzanne DeGaetano    
Mark & Eileen DeGuire  
Ruth D’Emilia & Robert Soreo
Ben DeRubertis    
Paul Dion & Deborah Kohrman
Suzanne Dixon    
Dr. Morris S. Dixon, Jr.    
Robert & Vincetta  Dooner 
Linda & Mike Dudzinsky 
Mary Echle    
Kari Elsila & Michael Buescher
Lucille Erb    
Sabine Ernst    
Andrew & Leigh Fabens 
Yarden & Kirsten Faden 
John & Elizabeth Feighan 
Donald Feke    
Mary Kay Ferguson    
Dr. Edward & Jeanne Ferreri 
Deanna & Hugh Fisher 
Lynne Ford    
Jeff Forman & Diane Fahrenbach
Richard & Nancy Fort 
Don Frederick & Nancy Ballou
Andrea Freeman    
Gary & Ruth Friedman 
Helen & Mike Friel 
Sunshine Fund    
Joe Gaglioti & Jane Hazen
Bill & Sally Ganger  
Jenifer Garfield    
Dorinda Gershman    
John & Pamela Gibbon  



Susan Glaser    
Gloria Goldstein 
Mary Goodman    
Karen Gotwald    
Dale Greenbaum    
Stuart & Kathleen Greenberg 
Lois Gross    
Carolyn Grossman    
Margaret Gudbranson & David 
Pethtel
Estee Gulden
Rand Haimes    
Pamela & Timothy Hamilton  
Cheryl & Thomas Hanger  
Reuben Harris Jr.    
Carol Hartman    
Heights High PTSA
Christine Henry & Ken Montlack
John & Susan Hersch 
Anne Hill    
Beth Holbein    
Dortha Holcomb    
Laura Hong    
John Houdek & Donna Lalewicz
William Hubbard & Emily 
Dunford
Bill Hughes & Robin Grant
Kasib Husain   
Karrie Imbrogno   
Steve Ingalls    
Richard Israel    
Alexander & Nancy Jamieson 
Linda Jane    
Alan & Joanne Javorcky 
Robert Jeffreys & Diane Mogren
Norma & Jim Johnston
William Jones
Nadalene Joseph    
Kathryn Karipides & David 
Brown
Kathleen Kash    
Eric & Jacqueline Kennedy 
Susan & John Kenney  
Susan Kent & Ben Sperry
Ken & Amy Kesegich 
Stuart & Anne Klein 
Sue Klein  
Lenore Kola  
Shirley Kondo  
Lisa & Jed Koops 
Steven Kordalski  & Mary 
LaRiccia
Sally Kramer  
Joe & Jennifer Kubic 
Cheryl & Matt Kuenzel 
Fiona & Quentin Kuntz 
Walter Lambrecht & Greta 
DeMeyer
Louis Lane  
Brian Larson & Laurie Albright
Marvin Lash Izzie 
Mick & Peggy Latkovich 
Robert Layton  
Laura & Frank Lewis 
Richard Lightbody  
Kermit & Barbara Lind 
Courtney Lindsay  
Fran & Jim Lissemore 
Kentrell Lodge  
Keith & Laurie Logan 
Peter & Shelley London 
Gary & Julie Lustic 
Andrea & Matthew Lynn 
Daniel MacDonald Donna 
Lisa Manzari & Michael Schoop
Lynne Maragliano  
Cathy McCall  
Ed & Louise McKinney 
Meghan Zehnder McMahon  

Donald & Sandra McPherson 
David McQuilliam  
S. Joshua Mendel  
Kathryn Meyer
Joe Micheller & Diane 
Setlak-Micheller
Medeanah Miles  
Fred & Bonnie Mills 
Gregory & Susan Miracle 
Larry & Barbara Mlynek 
Cynthia Mog & Christopher 
Williams
Lisa Moore Bill 
Christine Morris  
Charlene & Jim Morse 
Charles Moss  
Andrew & Elizabeth Mull 
Dave & Donna Muthersbaugh 
Charles & Lynn Nearon 
Andy Neidus  
Betty Nelson  
Samuel & Suzanne Nigro 
Kara & Jeff O’Donnell
Darlene Olson  
Todd & Michelle O’Neil 
Deborah O’Shaughnessy  
Amy Paller Cohen & Etahn 
Cohen
Alan & Estelle Parker 
James & Marian Patterson 
James & Diane Pexa 
Dorothy & Todd Phillips 
Anita Phillips & Michael Seidman
Stacey Phinnessee
Maryann Posch & John Gulyas
Paule Prebus  
Kaye Price  
Bob Quartell & Florence D’Emilia
Quentin & Gay Quereau 
Jeffrey & Susan Quill 
Jack & Arlene Quinn 
Patricia Rahmon  
Larry & Susan Rakow 
Alan Rapoport  
Albert & Annie Rawlinson 
Ann Reichsman  
Marc & Connie Reider 
Helen Richards  
Marlene & Bob Rink 
Claire Robinson May & 
James May
Karen Rosenberg & Roy Szubski
Roxboro Elementary School 
Sunshine Fund
Bob & Barbara Sabo 
Mark Sack  
Michael Salkind & Carol Gill
Margot Sankey Smith  
Kara & John Schellenberg 
Mary Sekerak  
Holly Selvaggi & Clark Harvey
Amanda Shaffer & Jason Jaffery
John Shelley & Patricia Burgess
Barbara & Terry Shockey 
Elizabeth & David Shriver 
Roger & Cheralyn Shumaker 
Yvonne & Charles Shuster 
Dean & Judy Sieck 
Dr. Reuben & Dorothy Silver 
Ronald & Loramae Simkoff 
Joshua & Ilana Hoffer Skoff 
Allan Slawson & Pamela McKee
David Smith  
Howie Smith & Barbara Fitzhugh
Jan Spalding  
Paul & Tricia Springstubb 
Dave & Sally Stashower 
Andrew Steiger  
Ellen & Dave Stenson 

Robert Swaggard
Doreen Swetkis & Marc 
Greenwald
Judy & David Tanenbaum 
Philip & Sarah Taylor 
H. Baird Tenney  
Steve & Debbie Titchenal 
Linda Tobin & Stephen Pepper
Annamarie Tomaro  
Marian Tootle  
Kathleen & Bruce Trapp 
Michael Ungar & Deborah 
Warner
Jack & Blanche Valancy 
Howard & Judith Van Kleef 
Delores Vehar  
Cecelia Vidmar  
Jennifer Vinson  
Scott & Beth Wachter 
Lissa Waite  
Mike & Kathy Walker 
Gary Walters  
Richard Walther  
Dave Ware
Brook Watts & Brian Stephany
Richard Waugh & Rachel 
Bernstein
Meredith & Michael Weil 
Herschel & Amy Weiser 
Ray & Patricia Weissbrod 
Bob & Brenda Weltman 
Edward & Amy Wertheim 
Kim & Tracy Wheeler 
Richard & Barbara Wherley 
Kendall & Ellen White 

					          2010		      2009
Public Support		
Individuals and others			   $65,653		  $59,501
Foundations				      19,500		    21,000

Revenues		
Spelling Bee				      15,910		   17,802
Music Camp				        8,580		   11,126
Other					                -	        	       900
Investment Income (Loss)		    	   14,848	    	   (8,072)
		
Total Public Support and Revenue 		   124,491	 	 102,257
		
Expenses		
Program				      	   97,322	  	 122,198
Management & general		      	     8,777	     	    8,878
Fundraising				        3,729	     	    3,965
		
Total Expenses				    109,828	  	 135,041
		
Revenues over expenses
(Expenses over revenues)		    	   14,663		   (32,784)
		
Net assets – beginning of fiscal year		  173,027	  	 205,811
Net assets – end of fiscal year			  187,690	  	 173,027
Change in net assets			     14,663	  	  (32,784)
		

The Reaching Heights fiscal year begins August 1 and ends July 31. Reaching Heights is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions to Reaching Heights are tax-deductible to 

the fullest extent allowed by law. 

Suzanne Wilkins 
Hugh & April Williams 
Geoff Wilson & Caroline Kaczala
De De Woehrmann  
Stephen & Margaret Wood 
Dan & Ellen Worthington 
Wojbor & Elizabeth Woyczynski 
Jean Wright  
Edward & Catherine Yandek 
Paul & Kathy Yates 
Adrienne & Lanny Yelsky 

Raffle/In-Kind  
Donations
All Makes Vacuum
Big Fun
Bryan’s Marathon
Cleveland Heights High School 
Athletic Dept.
CH-UH City School District
The Cleveland Orchestra
Dobama Theatre
Denise Jackson
Liquid Planet
Laura Marks
Marcus Thomas
Melt Bar & Grilled
Maryann Posch
Restless Coffee
John & Barbara Schubert
Beth Sersig
Steve Titchenal
Zoss the Swiss Baker
Kal Zucker

Audited Statement of Activities, Years Ended  
July 31, 2010 and 2009



1991 Lee Rd., Suite 106
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Reaching Heights mobilizes community resources to foster 

highly valued public schools that provide all Cleveland Heights-

University Heights students a successful education.

Patrick Mullen 

Executive Director 

patrick@reachingheights.org

Krista Hawthorne 

Assistant Director

krista@reachingheights.org

Lisa M. Hunt 

Program Manager 

lisa@reachingheights.org

216.932.5110

reachingheights.org

Reaching Heights Annual Meeting – 
Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m., Deborah S. Del-
isle Educational Options Center, 14780 
Superior Road, Cleveland Heights.

21st Annual Reaching Heights Adult 
Community Spelling Bee – Wednes-
day, March 28, 2012, 7 p.m., Cleveland 
Heights High School Auditorium, 13263 
Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights.

8th Annual Heights Summer Music 
Camp –  June 18-23, 2012, Wiley Middle 
School, 2181 Miramar Blvd., University 
Heights. Finale Concert, Saturday, June 
23, 10:30 a.m.

Who Do I Want to Be?
A doctor? A lawyer? A businesswoman?  
A politician?
Doctor: Always on call; sometimes separate 
from family.
Lawyer: Have to compartmentalize and 
stride the line between right and wrong.
Businesswoman: I’ll never have the respect 
like a man and always have to outdo the 
competition.
Politician: Thousands depending on me and 
gaining enemies.
Noble professions one and all, but when I 
think about what I want to do and who I 
want to be and what it will mean to me ...
Why is it that none of these fit or make 
me happy? I see the good, the opportunity, 
the pride in them but can only focus on the 
negative ...
So then I think about what I love:
I love to read.
I love to write.
I love to express.
I love to travel.
I love history.
What profession fits that?
Writer?
Teacher?
And what’s more important to me?
A job that pays the bills ... or a job that I love 
... can I get both? 
Guess it depends on what I want to be. 
  — Divyne Harris

This poem, written by Cleveland Heights High School 
student Divyne Harris, was published as part of the 
Sankofa Poetry Project, June 2010, supported with a 
Reaching Heights School Team Grant. 
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